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Think about how much trash is created in 
your cafeteria each day.
What kinds of trash do students create each day in the cafeteria?

What did you notice?

What did you wonder?



Reducing Trash

How has your school worked to reduce food waste and the amount of 
trash created in your cafeteria?

Can you think of other ways you could reduce the amount of trash?

Click here to watch a video on ways other schools                                      
have reduced cafeteria waste.

What did you notice?

What did you wonder?

https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search;_ylt=AwrC5pn4r.BbXG8AFfw0nIlQ;_ylu=X3oDMTBncGdyMzQ0BHNlYwNzZWFyY2gEdnRpZAM-;_ylc=X1MDMTM1MTE5NTcwMARfcgMyBGFjdG4DY2xrBGJjawMyNnQ1ZTNoZG9kcmFzJTI2YiUzRDMlMjZzJTNEc2wEY3NyY3B2aWQDN0liOFFERXdMakVqZEs0Y1c0YnRYS0ZDTmpndU1RQUFBQUExRi5JbwRmcgN5aHMtYWRrLWFka19zYm50BGZyMgNzYS1ncARncHJpZANNekRzSEhBY1N1T3VfcThsNnk1cUhBBG10ZXN0aWQDbnVsbARuX3JzbHQDNjAEbl9zdWdnAzAEb3JpZ2luA3ZpZGVvLnNlYXJjaC55YWhvby5jb20EcG9zAzAEcHFzdHIDBHBxc3RybAMEcXN0cmwDMTYEcXVlcnkDY2FmZXRlcmlhIHdhc3RlcgR0X3N0bXADMTU0MTQ1MTc5OAR2dGVzdGlkA251bGw-?gprid=MzDsHHAcSuOu_q8l6y5qHA&pvid=7Ib8QDEwLjEjdK4cW4btXKFCNjguMQAAAAA1F.Io&p=cafeteria+waster&ei=UTF-8&fr2=p:s,v:v,m:sa&fr=yhs-adk-adk_sbnt&hsimp=yhs-adk_sbnt&hspart=adk&type=A1&param1=17000101&param2=5fb96867-c560-4826-98b4-6550ff3a37ca&param3=dm_~US~nocache2&param4=~Firefox~ccny~D41D8CD98F00B204E9800998ECF8427E#id=6&vid=40c8036b23251a379b9dee1a6efeb766&action=view


Investigating Cafeteria Waste

● How could you study 
cafeteria waste?

● What questions could you 
ask?

● How would you answer 
them? 

● Who could help you answer 
these questions? 

● What mathematics would 
you use?

● Make a plan to answer your 
questions.



Reducing cafeteria trash
● Students at your friend’s school claim 

that they waste enough disposable 
trays in a month to fill their classroom.  
Another school said that if they 
stacked their disposable trays for four 
weeks, the stack would be as tall as a 
five-story building.  Are these 
reasonable claims?

● Can you relate the amount of waste 
created by disposable trays in your 
school to the size of your classroom or 
school building? 

● One of the biggest 
contributors to school 
trash is disposable trays.
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